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scattered her resources in ineffectual attacks on the German reinforce-
ments which were hurried to the rescue. In December, 1916, the
desertions among her soldiers at the front or in reserve were on an
enormous scale. Her army was short of everything, rations, rifles,
guns, aircraft; men were going into the trenches armed only with
sticks, trusting to pick up rifles from dead comrades. Corruption and
even treachery was rumoured among officers. In St. Petersburg the
Tsar and his wife were wax in the hands of the rascally priest, Rasputin,
who could not have worked more destructively if he had been the
paid agent of Germany, as some supposed him to be. If ever an
assassination was justified it was that of Rasputin at the hands of
patriotic imperialists, including a' member of the Imperial House, at
the end of December, 1916.
" But this merely hardened Nicholas in his obstinate resistance to
the measures which might even then have saved him and his country.
He kept the Duma suspended, refused to listen to warning voices,
and left his half-starved capital, ostensibly to join the army but really
to turn his back on the distracting problems which were now accumu-
lating. On March 9 Petrograd was in revolution and five days later
he abdicated. The revolution at this stage was quite as much from
the right as from the left, and a Provisional Government was formed
consisting in the main of Menshevists or moderate reformers, which
at first under Prince Lvov and then under Kerensky, tried to rally the
army and carry on the war. In this it had a temporary success in the
battles of Brezezany and Zborow, but the effort was an expiring one,
and the exhausted army was soon riddled with Councils of Soldiers
and Workmen, which preached the full revolutionary doctrine and
denounced the war as a struggle of capitalists all equally in a state
of war with the proletariat.
So far the red revolutionaries were still scattered and unorganized,
but at this point the Germans played the crafty stroke of fetching
Lenin, the fanatical but highly expert revolutionary organizer, from
his exile in Switzerland and passing him in a sealed wagon through
Germany into Russia. It was from their point of view the introduc-
tion of an extremely virulent microbe into the ailing body of their
enemy, and far-reaching and disconcerting to themselves as its con-
sequences were to be, there could be no doubt of its success for the
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